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[Course Objectives]
In this course we will look at the historical development of science in its mutual relationship with philosophy,
religion, and social institutions, taking the history of astronomy from antiquity to modernity as a case study.

Following Thomas Kuhn's book The Copernican Revolution, we will study the many twists and turns that
astronomy underwent until the transformation from geocentrism to heliocentrism that took place in the 16th
century (the so-called "Copernican Revolution"). By doing so, we will see that even an "exact" science like
mathematical astronomy is not isolated from implicit philosophical assumptions and religious beliefs that we
normally take for granted.
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